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Having recently arrived from the 
UK, where sunny days and brilliant 
blue skies are rare, this young 
family sought to take advantage of 
their seachange and enjoy relaxed 

beachside living that Sydney’s beautiful northern 
beaches offers. Their new home, now renovated, 
couldn’t be more different from their  
previous residence.

Architect Emile Jansen’s brief was a fairly tall 
order, coupled with a relatively modest budget. His 
clients wanted a light-filled home that embraced an 
Australian lifestyle and would provide their growing 
boys with a variety of living spaces.

“My clients were more accustomed to being 
bundled up in overheated English houses, so this 
was a perfect opportunity to introduce them to the 
more exotic lifestyle of seaside Australia, a world 
away from their previous Georgian country home 
in the UK,” said Emile.

The 1970 brick house the family purchased had 
various adhoc additions made to it over the years, 
so although the house was sufficiently large for its 
new owners the internal spaces were disconnected 

and simply did not work well, with many small 
rooms and spaces.

Sited in the centre of a 1600-square-metre 
triangular-shaped block, the house enjoyed 
enormous privacy, but the gardens were unkempt 
and overgrown. The bland, apricot-painted render 
exteriors were dated and uninspiring; and at 
least one previous owner must have had ideas of 
grandeur for the home, installing Grecian columns 
to support the tiled gabled roof.

While the living areas and master bedroom 
faced north/west, there was no insulation or 
means of ventilating the stifling heat which built up 
in summer. The master bedroom was crammed 
under the roof, clearly a previous owner’s illegal 
DIY renovation, and was dark and stuffy, with poor 
ceiling height. Brown carpet and exposed roughly 
sawn mission brown beams added to the lack of 
charm with a gloomy and sombre interior.

The front foyer was dark and uninviting (a haven 
for breeding insects!) and could not be seen when 
approaching the house.

The kitchen was long and relatively narrow 
because of floor-to-ceiling cupboards along the 

length of the room, which created a narrow space 
and blocked the view through the windows. Bare 
brick or painted white walls, coupled with pine 
floorboards throughout, complete the dated  
1970s interiors.

The wraparound deck outside the living room 
on the first floor prevented light finding its way 
into the scruffy rumpus room on the ground floor. 
Garaging for three cars was impractical, with very 
low ceiling height or tandem parking.

When doing alterations and additions to 
existing houses such as this, Emile seeks to make 
them fit the model of the northern beaches lifestyle 
to include sun, air and light; to open up houses, 
enable them to breathe and be filled with light and 
to embrace the surrounding environment.

Naturally, as part of the transformation, a new 
kitchen and bathrooms were must-haves for the 
family. Emile’s clients also wanted to modernise the 
house throughout, with new windows, doors and 
timber flooring. Also high on the priority list was  
a more inviting entrance.

The couple wanted to increase the size of the 
small bedrooms for their two growing sons, create 
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The sleek, open design 
provides an indication of 
the contemporary home 
beyond and enjoyment of the 
northern beaches lifestyle.

The new front entry, 
porch and canopy are  
a radical change from 

the original entry to  
the house. 
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a study and transform the gloomy master bedroom 
into a parents’ retreat. They also regularly have 
overseas visitors and need separate, comfortable 
guest accommodation. The home also had to have 
garaging for two cars and plenty of storage.

As he began the project, Emile realised that 
because of the inexpert alterations and additions 
done in the past, a number of elements in this home 
had to be demolished and replaced as they were 
either structurally insufficient and/or illegal.

Because the old floorplan layout was 
dysfunctional as a result of unco-ordinated 
alterations and additions over a long period, Emile’s 
first design priority was to analyse the house to 
find the essential elements which could not be 
overlooked and needed to be strung together 
properly if the plan was ever to work well.

Three regions came out of the analysis of the 
house as requiring substantial intervention: the 
front entrance, children’s rooms and the master 
bedroom — the front entrance because it is the 
access node to all the other functions of a house 
and should unify a home, and the other areas 

because they were a cluttered series of rooms 
and simply did not work. The balance of the home 
was refinished quite simply with newer and better 
materials and good workmanship.

As a result of the analysis, the most telling 
defect was that all three floors were isolated from 
each other. In order to bring them together, Emile 
relocated the front entry and carved a void through 
the house.

The old front entrance was not visible as one 
approached the house as it was a side door in a 
deeply recessed alcove, which led to a narrow 
hallway and stair up to the main house level. The 
experience was not unlike entering a sly grog shop.

Emile moved the entry only slightly, to be more 
central and face forward, and then carved the 
three-storey-high space deeply into the house with 
floor plates cut at interesting angles and wrapped 
in a confection of cedar and glass. This void is 
dominated by stairs, rising through all three levels, 
and set off at angles to accentuate the space.

“The new front entry, porch and canopy are a 
radical change from the original entry to the house. 
The sleek, open design is inviting yet practical 
and provides an indication of the contemporary 
home beyond. The renovation allows it to function 
properly as the access node to all the other areas 
of the house, unifying the home. The entry is 
celebrated by a beautifully crafted mono string 
stair, and a cedar and glass feature walls that span 
two levels,” said Emile.

The children’s bedrooms were rationalised 
to create spacious, light-filled rooms, with direct 
access to outside terraces.

A new larger “wet room” bathroom was 
built, along with a separate guest toilet. Folded 
corten steel, naturally rusted then sealed, created 
inexpensive yet beautiful and unique vanity units in 
all bathrooms.

The master bedroom had an open stair access 
directly from the kitchen so it lacked any privacy. 
Crammed into the roof space, it had insufficient 
head height and gaping holes where the supporting 
roof beams penetrated the walls. There was only 
one window at the far end so it was dark and had 
no means of ventilating the heat which built up in 

summer, or the trapped cooking smells which 
drifted up the stairs directly from the kitchen.

The master bedroom had to be demolished 
for the new work. The rebuild resulted in a private, 
sunny parents’ retreat, with a walk-in robe and 
ensuite, and full-height windows leading onto  
a balcony to capitalise on a view of Careel Bay. A 
raised roof created cathedral ceilings and louvred 
windows on three sides capture the north sun and 
enable the room to be cooled via cross-ventilation.

Emile cut the house open at the apex of the roof, 
installing louvres to bring light into the centre of the 
home and to exhaust trapped heat.

It was essential to find a new location for the 
stair access to the master bedroom away from 
the kitchen, ideally from the hall. With the family 
bedrooms and the kitchen and living areas directly 
accessed from this hall, the space was already 
well utilised. So the stairs to the master bedroom 
had to be carefully worked into the hall space and 
an entirely new access point created. This was 
achieved without losing valuable bedroom space.

A tandem garage with a high ceiling was 
converted into guest accommodation with two 
spacious bedrooms and a bathroom. The single-car 
garage was demolished and rebuilt double width to 
house two cars and a workshop area. This increased 
the floor space on the main living floor above, 
enabling a second office to be included on this level.

The rumpus room, which was built under 

the existing house floor, was refinished and light 
brought into the room by the creation of a lightwell 
in the wraparound deck above, and planted with 
palms and grasses.

Emile used organic, earthy colours for the 
exterior colour palette, complemented by the 
warmth of the cedar feature window and garage 
door. The use of soft, natural colours unite the 
internal spaces, with the occasional splash of 
bold colour in the kitchen, living and children’s 
bedrooms. Coffee-coloured bamboo flooring 
throughout adds a feeling of classic gravity, 
enabling both antique and modern furnishings 
to fit well into this contemporary home.

The brief:
  Create a light-filled home
  Have a variety of living spaces
  Modernise the house throughout
  Bigger bedrooms for the boys
  Create a study
  Transform the dark and stuffy master 

bedroom into a parents’ retreat
  Create guest accommodation
  Build a garage for two cars and plenty 

of storage
  Fix the adhoc renovations, eradicating 

small rooms and spaces
  Build a more attractive entrance

How this was done:
  Demolish the master bedroom and 

create a sunny, private parents’ retreat
  Louvres installed to bring light into the 

centre of the home and to exhaust 
trapped heat

  A tandem garage with high ceiling was 
converted into guest accommodation 
with two spacious bedrooms and  
a bathroom

  Single-car garage demolished and 
rebuilt for two cars

  Soft, natural colours unite internal spaces
  Two bedrooms built for the boys with 

access to outdoor terraces
  The entry was moved slightly with  

a three-storey-height void added
  Demolished and replaced some 

elements as they were either 
structurally insufficient and/or illegal

Emile cut the house 
open at the apex of the 
roof, installing louvres 
to bring light into the 

centre of the  
home and to exhaust 

trapped heat.

Louvres enable the owners to 
guide air through the home.

BEFORE

An occasional splash of bold 
colour in the kitchen, such 

as this turquoise, works well 
against the otherwise soft, 

natural colours.

Coffee-coloured bamboo 
flooring throughout allows 
both antique and modern 

furnishings to fit well into this 
contemporary home.

PROJECT  EmilE JAnSEn



EmilE JAnSEn  PROJECT  

6564

Emile also wanted to include as many 
environmentally efficient energy systems as 
possible, so paid careful attention to how the 
home would work as part of its environment. 
With the house backing up to a hill, he wanted 
to take advantage of the katabatic and anabatic 
airflows in early morning and evening, through 
appropriate window design.

Louvres enable the owners to guide air 
through the home, while being able to shut it 
off in an instant when the weather changes. The 
three-storey entrance foyer was vented at the 
top, forming a thermal chimney to encourage air 
movement through the house by convection.

Solar hot water was installed, along with R4 
insulation in all roof spaces, and R2 insulation in 
new walls and under suspended bamboo floors.

A 16,000-litre water tank was installed 
to store rainwater harvested from the roof. 
Provision was made for the collection of grey 
water from baths, basins and showers for a 
future Oasis grey water treatment plant to 

Project particulars
This project was designed by:
Emile Jansen FRAIA & FNIFI
JANSEN DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE
101 Cabarita Road, Avalon NSW 2107
Tel: 02 9918 7800 
Email: emile@jansenarchitecture.com.au
Website: www.JansenArchitecture.com.au
Photography: Gusha Photography
This project was built by:
HD PROJECTS
Tel: 02 9999 5288
Flooring
Dining/living/bedrooms/ hall/landing: 
Strand-woven bamboo in Coffee — 
FloorShop.com in Brookvale
Master bedroom: Marriott carpet in Ivory 
— Carpet Right
Stairs: Merbau satin gloss treads with 
steel and wire balustrade — Ironbark 
Blacksmithing
Outdoor porch and step: Sandstone in 
gold sandblast — Exclusive Tiles
Hall: Travertine in Noce — Exclusive Tiles
Bathrooms: Travertine in Beige —  
Exclusive tiles
Walls
Kitchen/dinning/living: Dulux China White
Living: Dulux Macchiato Malt suede
Fireplace: Porter’s Paint Liquid Iron/Rust
Outdoor: Walls: Murobond Paints 
Murowash Scratch and Balmoral Stone
Window frames: Murobond Molasses
Bathroom: Tiles: Tau Metallica Corten A and 
Travertine Beige
Kitchen
Benchtop: Quantum Quartz in  
Alpine White
Splashback: Currently painted Dulux Aqua
Cabinetry: Terrey Hills Kitchens — gloss 
white polyurethane doors and American 
walnut veneer
Oven and hob: Kleenmaid pyrolytic oven 
and induction hob
Sanitary fixtures + bathroom fittings
Rocca Dama Senso toilet suites
Decina Caval oval bath
Vitra June basin
Teknobili mixer tap
Vanity tops: Steel Corten by Custom 
Engineering Mona Vale
Lighting
Hall: Lucci Dansk pendant light and crystal 
wall lights — Beacon Lighting
Fireplace: AT Supreme gas — Jetmaster

provide water to toilet cisterns and  
clothes washing.

Ceiling fans and compact fluorescent lamps 
and LEDs were used exclusively throughout the 
existing and new areas.

The gardens were totally replanted with 
native plants and shade-creating trees, which 
require little, if any, additional watering.

Prior to the renovations, although there was 
more than enough floorspace for a normal-sized 
house, no consideration had been given to the 
various extensions, so it didn’t work as a whole. 
That confusion worked against the overall 
functionality of the house. Emile had to ensure 
his design intervened effectively and created 
a seamless cohesion, which he insists on in his 
work and which he considers his trademark.

The most significant design consideration 
for the project was to make it cohesive and 

seamless, yet funds were relatively tight so the 
renovation had to be extremely cost-effective.

There was a considerable amount to achieve 
within the budget, to change this cluttered bland 
house into a cohesive, contemporary home, 
where equal consideration was given to its form 
and function.

“At the end of the day, the clients have 
achieved everything they wanted,” Emile said.

And according to the owners: “We had 
previously renovated homes and vowed 
never to do it again. But this time, under the 
guidance of our architect Emile, we felt very 
confident that we had someone to look after 
us, educating us through the process. There 
were a few times when we could have made 
some bad decisions, but Emile was always able 
to point us in the right direction. We are all very 
happy with our home.”

“There were a few times when we could have  
made some bad decisions, but Emile was always able 

to point us in the right direction. We are all very  
happy with our home.”

BEFORE AFTER

The private, sunny parents’ retreat, with walk-in robe 
and ensuite, and full-height windows leading onto  

a balcony overlooking Careel Bay. 

Louvred windows enable 
the room to be cooled via 
cross-ventilation.

The stairs show the complex geometry and 
amazing light and airiness of the home.
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